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Editorial
This year Icelandic Agricultural Sciences joined Cross Ref and all articles published in 2015 and
onwards will have a DOI (digital object identifier) number which is unique for each published article;
the number leads only to the corresponding article. By using the prefix http://dx.doi.org with the
DOI number an active link to the articles is provided. This is an important step in making the journal
and published articles more visible and to increase accessibility. This also means that the electronic
version of our published work will be more securely stored for years to come and we trust that the
DOI numbering system will remain as this has become the standard for scientific publications. IAS is
an open source journal and we have managed to publish articles up to a certain length free of charge.
Following these changes and to reduce costs and also taking into account that most researchers
use the online version of scientific articles rather than the printed copies, we have stopped printing
the journal. This means that IAS is now an online journal only and we are thereby following a trend
that has been established in recent years.
In this issue we have 5 full length original research articles and one short communication. They
deal with a wide range of subjects as in previous years: On the genetic parameters of lamb carcass
traits; on ethanol production by a Paenibacillus species from an Icelandic hot spring; on the effects
of volcanic ash on greenhouse gas production rate and soil properties in drained peat; a comparative
analysis of the energy return of investment of organic and conventional Icelandic dairy farms; on soil
nematodes in Surtsey 50 years after the island formed; and on how AMF inoculation, fertilization and
seed rates influence growth and development of lyme grass seedlings in two desert areas in Iceland.
Our scope covers environmental sciences in the circumpolar region, which is now facing
substantial changes due to climate change and increased public and political attention. We feel
that providing this platform for research articles dealing with the cold regions is increasingly more
important, strengthening our view to continue to be strict in holding to the scope of the journal. This
year we received over 80 manuscripts dealing with research in much warmer areas, mainly from
the Middle East countries but also from Pakistan, India and other warmer countries. Many of these
manuscripts are of high quality, but as they are not within the scope of IAS they had to be rejected.
Thorsteinn Gudmundsson

